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DETAILED ACTION 
Notice to Applicant 

1 . Art Units 261 1 , 2614 and 2617 have changed to 2623. Please make all future 
correspondence indicate the new designation 2623. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

Claims 15-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter as follows. 

Claims 15-22 define "a program stored on a storage medium" embodying 
functional descriptive material. However, the claim does not define a computer- 
readable medium or memory and is thus non-statutory for that reason (i.e., "When 
functional descriptive material is recorded on some computer-readable medium it 
becomes structurally and functionally interrelated to the medium and will be statutory in 
most cases since use of technology permits the function of the descriptive material to be 
realized"). The examiner suggests amending the claim to embody the program on 
"computer-readable medium" or equivalent in order to make the claim statutory. Any 
amendment to the claim should be commensurate with its corresponding disclosure. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-4, 7, and 15-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Humpieman (WO 99/57837). 

As regards Claims 1 and 15, Humpieman discloses a program stored on a 
storage medium for use in an information processing device connected to a local area 
network, for enabling devices connected to said local area network to operate 
cooperatively and an information processing device (such as a server device, 3.14) for 
enabling devices connected to a local area network to operate cooperatively (for 
example by providing or displaying/handling an MPEG stream, page 7, lines 3-4), said 
information processing device comprising a control unit, a memory (for the processing 
device to store and run the service control program, fig. 2.20 and page 7, lines 8-1 1 , it is 
inherent that the device contain memory and a control unit), and a transceiver unit 
connected to said local area network (such as communicating through a 1394 serial 
bus, page 6, lines 12-14), said control unit generating, in accordance with selection of 
one or more of said devices by a user, data representative of one or more cooperative 
operations executable by using said selected one or more devices (page 6, lines 21-32), 
said control unit providing to said one or more selected devices, via said local area 
network, a necessary command to execute one of said one or more executable 
cooperative operations that is selected by said user (page 10, 21-25). 

As regards Claims 2 and 16, Humpieman discloses that said control unit stores a 
record of said executed cooperative operation in said memory (page 8, lines 27-31). 
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As regards Claim 3, Humpleman discloses that the control unit produces data 
representative of a cooperative operation executed in the past and recorded in said 
memory, independently of said selected one or more devices (such as when the 
session manager keeps track of which devices have been used, page 14, lines 8-14). 

As regards Claims 4 and 17, Humpleman discloses that the devices configured 
to said local area network are changed, said control unit anew generates data 
representative of one or more cooperative operations executable by using said selected 
one or more devices in accordance with the devices currently connected to said local 
area network (Humpleman provides a software session manager, fig. 9.36, that queries 
available services from servers and makes said services available to the user, pages 12 
and 13, and lines 16-32 and 1-29. Humpleman also allows dynamic reconfiguration of 
the network if network connections go down, page 33, lines 3-13). 

As regards Claim 7, Humpleman discloses that said control unit determines said 
one or more executable cooperative operations by looking up a table including 
cooperative operations and associated devices (fig. 10, pages 14 and 15, lines 26-32 
and 1-6). 

Claims 9-14, and 18-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Ludtke (WO 99/59072). 

As regards Claims 9 and 18, Ludtke discloses an information processing device 
and a program stored on a storage medium for use in an information processing device 
comprising a control unit, a memory (page 5, lines 11-13), an a transceiver unit 
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connected to said local area network (fig. 1, page 4, lines 20-28), said control unit 
generating data representative of one or more cooperative operations executed in the 
past and recorded in said memory (pages 3 and 4, lines 29-32 and 1-10), said control 
unit providing a necessary command to execute one of said one or more cooperative 
operations that is selected by a user, to one or more devices associated with said 
selected cooperative operation via said local area network (page 4, lines 10-19). 

As regards Claims 10 and 19, Ludtke discloses that the control unit determines a 
device required to be connected to said local area network in order to execute again 
said cooperative operation executed in the past, by comparing devices associated with 
said selected cooperative operation with the devices currently connected to said local 
area network (such as by checking if the usual devices used to jointly perform the 
operation are available, and, if they are not, then configuring other available devices to 
perform the same operation in substitution for the normal devices, pages 2 and 3, lines 
30-32 and 1-9). 

As regards Claim 1 1 and 20, Ludtke discloses that the that when a device 
necessary for said selected cooperative operation is not connected to said local area 
network, said control unit generates data representative of said necessary device (when 
the session manager is trying to perform a requested task, the media manager 
represents devices to the user, even if they are not presently available, pages 2 and 3, 
lines 29-32 and 1-9). 

As regards Claim 12 and 21 , Ludtke discloses that when a necessary device for 
said selected cooperative operation is not connected to said local area network, said 
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control unit generates data representative of another device which is connected to said 
local area network and substitutable for said necessary device (when a preferred device 
is unavailable to perform the request, the media manager arranges other devices or 
sub-devices to substitute for the unavailable device and perform the requested task, 
pages 2 and 3, lines 29-32 and 1-9). 

As regards Claim 13, Ludtke further discloses that when a device necessary for 
said selected cooperative operation is not connected to said local area network, said 
control executes said cooperative operation in response to subsequent connection of 
said necessary device to said local area network (the IEEE 1394 bus is designed to be 
able to automatically reconfigure itself when a new device is added, page 2, lines 4-7. 
The media manager can then direct it to perform a required task, page 2, lines 23-32). 

As regards Claims 14 and 22, Ludtke discloses an information processing device 
and a program stored on a storage medium for use in an information processing device, 
comprising a control unit, a memory (page 5, lines 11-13), and a transceiver unit 
connected to said local area network (fig. 1, page 4, lines 20-28), said control unit 
generating data representative of one or more cooperative operations (pages 3 and 4, 
lines 29-32 and 1-10), when a device necessary for executing one of said one or more 
cooperative operations that is selected by a user is not connected to said local area 
network, said control unit producing data representative of another device which is 
connected to said local area network and substitutable for said necessary device (page. 
3, lines 2-9). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 5-6 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Humpleman (WO 99/57837) in view of Ludtke (WO 99/59072). 

As regards Claim 5, Humpleman discloses the processing device of claim 1 but 
fails to disclose that when a device necessary for said selected cooperative operation is 
not connected to said local area network, said control unit produces data representative 
of said necessary device. Ludtke discloses that when a device necessary for said 
selected cooperative operation is not connected to said local area network, said control 
unit produces data representative of said necessary device (pages 2 and 3, lines 30-32 
and 1-9). 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art 
combine the reconfiguration of Ludke, an analogous art, to the processing device of 
Humpleman, to remove the obstacle of reconfiguration and replacement for the user. 

As regards Claim 6, Ludtke further discloses that when a device necessary for 
said selected cooperative operation is not connected to said local area network, said 
control unit executes said cooperative operation in response to subsequent connection 
of said necessary device to said local area network (pages 2 and 3, lines 30-32 and 1- 
9). 
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As regards Claim 8, Ludtke further discloses that said control unit determines a 
device required to be connected to said local area network in order to execute said 
selected cooperative operation was used in the past, by comparing devices associated 
with said selected cooperative operation used in the past with the devices currently 
connected to said local area network (such as by checking if the usual devices used to 
jointly perform the operation are available, and, if they are not, then configuring other 
available devices to perform the same operation in substitution for the normal devices, 
pages 2 and 3, lines 30-32 and 1-9). 



Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David R. O'Steen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7931 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 to 5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on 571-272-7294. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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